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hours of the morning, to that area near
the Swan Brewery, where it would be close
to & number of dwelling houses.

Finally, I consider that although the
House has rejected the amendment, it might
reasonably agree to the motion for an in-
quiry into this matter, not only for the
sake of the people in the area concerned,
but hecause a very important prineiple is
involved, namely, as to how far those con-
trolling our parks and reserves are to be
at liberty to part with the possession of
material portions by leasing them to be
used for purposes of private lrade and gain.
For that reason I ask that the motion be
agreed to.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . - .. .. 15
Noes .. .- . .. 25

Majority against .. .. 1o

Aves,

Mr, Boyle Mr. Sampson

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Seward

Mr. Hughes Mr, Shearn

Mr. Johnson Mr. Phorn

‘Mr. Keenan Mr. Warner

Mr. Mann Mr. Willmott

Mr. McDonald Mr. Doney

Mr. McLarty fTeller.)
NoEgs.

Mr. Herry Mr. Patrick

Mr. Coverley Mr. Rodoreda

Mr. Fox Mr, F. C. L. Smith

Mr. W. Hegney Mr. J. H. Smith

‘Mr. Holmen . Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Lambert Mr. Trint

Mr. Leaby Mr. Watts

Mr., Marehall Mr. Willcock

Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson

Mr. Needhpm Mr. Wise

Mr. Nortbh Mr. Withers

Mr. Nulsen Mr. Raphael

‘Mr. Panton

Question thus negatived.

Hounse adjourned at 9.48 p.m.

{Teller.}
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, State Transport Co-ordination
Amendment.

Act

2, Petroleum Ae¢t Amendment.
Passed.

3, Reserves (Government Domain).

Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and, on
motion by Hon. (. Fraser, read a first time.

BILL—INCOME TAX,
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H
Kitson—West) [4.40) in moving the second
reading said: By this Bill it is proposed to
raise the necessary toxation on income from
the eommunity in this State by the applica-
tion of more scientifie principles than have
operated hitherto.

Hon. A. Thomson:
right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I bhelieve
thex ave. By the provisions of the Bill,
relief will he given to those on lower salary
ranges with henvy responsibilities, and a

They are scientific all
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transfer will be made of the burden of taxa-
tion to those more able to pay, namely,
single persons, mearried people without
children, and those enjoying large incomes.
The Bill, in effect, provides, for the first
time, for the continuanee of the Act after
the 30th June, 1941, until next year’s Bill
is passed by Parliament. Usnally, taxation
measures operate for ome year only. In
those circumstances there has always been
& period between the end of the financial
vear and the later imposition of the tax
when there are no rates of tazation legally
applicable. This measure sets out that its
provisions shall actually remain in opera-
tion until such time as Parliament has de-
cided to impose another tax.

Members will remember that during last
session  Parliament approved of the Gov-
ernment’s proposals to aholish the finaneial
emergency tax and to make provision for
the collection of income tax by weekly de-
ductions at the source in regard to both
salary and wage earners. They will also
reeollect that before speaking on the Bill
then introduced, I distributed a table show-
ing the incidence of the then proposed taxa-
tion as compared with the taxation which
was in operation at the time.

I said then that I was taking an unusual
course in distributing the table and that I
was doing se in order to give members an
opportunity to study the details for them-
selves so that they would he in a position to
debate the measure at the second reading
stage. With that information, followed hy
a full explanation of the Bill, Parliament
passed the legislation. By doing this, it
aceepted the principle of an amalgamation
of the financial emergency and income taxes,
the joint tax to be collected at the souree
of salaries and wages, and taxable income
to he subjeet to the concessional deductions
permitted under the Tneome Tax Assess-
ment Aef. Parliament did not fix the amal.
gamated rate last year, but the table, which
was eirenlated amongst members, indicated
the effect of the proposals the Government
then had in mind. It was not anticipated
that under thoge proposals there would be
any great difierence in the amount of rev-
enue received through taxation sources
compared with that which would have
been reccived by means of the two taxes
then in operation. Last year the reeeipts for
the two taxes totalled £2,123,317. This year
it is expected that an amount of £2,070,000
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will be received—=£1,815,000 from income tax
and £255,000 as arrears of financial emer-
gency tax—thus leaving an estimated defi-
cieney of £53,317. When preparing its esti-
mates, the Tuxation Department expected a
deficiency of £78,000. 1t is proposed, how-
cver, to make up £25,000 of this amount
by eliminating from the income tax
deductions, the travelling allowance of
£15, which is not provided for in
the other States. This shortage was
to some extent foreseen last year. The
Premier then indicated that the Government
could not afford to do with much less taxa-
tion that it was then recciving, and stated
that if there were any deficiency it wounld
have to he made up in some way. Bills to
amend the Administration Act and the pro-
hate dufics were passed by Parliament last
vear, and it is to be hoped that the extra
vevenue derived in conmsequence, will make
up the bulk of the leeway incurred under the
amalgamated form of taxation.

{Vith regard to the financial emergency
fax arvears of £255,000, I would remind
members that there is always a certain
amount outstanding each year. It is desired
to keep these arrears down to a minimum,
and cxpedition in the issue of assessments
should have this cffeet. The estimates for
this year have been prepared on the assump-
tion of the early passing of the financial
Bills, and their passage will enable the Taxa-
tion Department to send out assesswents
earlier than in previous years. Although
there is some rednetion in the amount esti-
mated to be received compared with what
wonld have been received under the old sys-
tem, it is proposed to fix the rates of income
tax in accordance with those tentatively sub-
mitted to the House last year for compara-
tive purposes. We prefer to do this and
make up portion of the leeway by eliminat-
ing the allowance for: travelling—which is
£15 per annum—rather than to increase the
rates heyond those which we then thought
would be required. The measure now be-
fore the House, therefore, imposes income
tax at the rate of 9.01d. at £1, inercasing by
.01d. for every pound of increase, until the
maximum rate of 4s. 6. is reached at £4,500.

The minimum amount of tax payable has
been raised from 2s. 6d. to 5s. It is con-
sidered that the cost of issue of assessment
and collection is in excess of 2s5. 6d. The
minimum tax payable under the Common-
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wealth Aet is 10s, and a comparison with
other States discloses that their minimum
rates are as follow:—

New South Wales 10s.
Vietoria .. e ‘e Bs.
South Australia e 10s.

Queengland, 10s., if less than 10s.; £1
if between 10s, and £1.

In considering this Bill, we should remem-
ber the background, which has made it neees-
sary. Members are aware that, by the aboli-
tion of the financial emergency tax last year,
Parliament agreed that the tax was funda-
mentally unsound and incquitable, in that it
took no account of family and other vespon-
sibilities of the taxpayer, and was only par-
tially graduated. Parliament agreed then
that it was desirable that the necessary re-
venue should be collected under the moro
seientific provisions of the income tax. It
was also agreed then that the real purposo
was to give relief to peeple on lower and
middle ineomes with family responsibilities,
and to transfer the burden to those more
fortunate than their felows and in a better
position to pay. It was made quite clear
last vear that two classes of people would
have to pay more—single people without
dependants, and people on the higher
ranges of income. Tables have heen
prepared which give a comparison o1
the tax payable this year with that
of last year. I think every hon. mem-
her has & copy. The tables also show the
amount of tax payable last year to the Com-
monwealth and in the various States, ou
similar incomes, and indieate the extent to
which we propose to transfer the burden of
taxation to those more able to bear it. A man
on £300 a year, with three children, last year
paid £6 5s. The proposal is that he pay
nothing this year. The taxation payable by
a single man on £300 a year will be in.
ercased from £9 19s. 4d. to £15, and a single
mian on £2,000 per vear will have to pay £30
more than he did last year. A married man,
with three children, on the same income will
have to pay £12 10s. more.

While this ia the general prineiple in-
volved it does not work out in the same man-
ner in all individual cases. This is not the
fault of the present measure, however, but
of the old system. The proposals now before
the House are equitable and scientific. The
old system was so anomalous that it created
many absurdities. In some instances the pew
measure may appear to create ancomalies.
Actually this is not so; it merely rectifies
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anomalies which previonsly existed. It is to
be hoped that the rates in the Bill will form
the basis of income tax in the vears to come.
They have the advantage of making it very
simple for the taxpayer to calenlate the taxa-
tion for which he is liable.

The commencing rate on the first pound of
taxable income is 9.01d. and that increases
by .01d. for every £1. On a taxable incoms
of £100 o man will pay 10d. in the £, on £200
he wiil pay 11d., on £500 he will pay s, 2d.,
and so on. Auy intermediate figure ean be
readily calenlated from the base of 9d. Thus
for £350 the rate i1s 9d. plus 3%4d. and for
£575 it is 9d., plus 584d. This is a great
advantage. Under the Commonwealth system
and some of the State systems it requires
almost a qualified actuary fo determine what
rate of tax he must pay. In fact, for the
ordinary taxpayer such caleulation is quite
impossible. In addition to its other advant-
ages, the system now before the House has
the merit of simplicity.

There is also another great advantage, If
these proposals reeeive the approval of Par-
liament, the Treasurer will have a formula
on which to work as the basis of his income
taxation. He will know what the base will
produce and he ean add or subtract a per-
centage according to his requirements for the
vyear. If he wanis more money ho ean say
that these will be the rates plus so much per
cent. as the case may be. If he ean do with
Tess he ean say that such an amount will ha
the rate, with the desired rebate. I am
afraid, however, that our position is such
that we would be optimistic if we loocked for
rebates within the next vear or twe. This
would still retain the simplicity of the system
for evervhody concerned—for the Treasurer,
the Taxation Department, and the taxpayer.
The rates as set out in the Bill will be, how-
ever, the rates for this year without any per-
centage increase or rebate.

The tables of last year which gave a com-
parison between taxation payable nnder the
rates then existing and under the proposed
amalgamation do not represent a strict com-
parison of variations between the tax paid
last year and the tax payable under this mea-
sure. When the tables were prepared last
year the Income Tax rebate was 20 per cent.
Members are probahly aware that nnder the
tax paid last year the rebate was amended to
1215 per cent.; then, again, the tables pre-
rared last year provided that the statutory
exemption for persons with dependants be
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rednced at the rate of £3 for every £2 in-
stead of £2 for every £1, and also that deduc-
tiong for children be reduced by £1 for every
£1 by which the net income exceeded £500.
Ii is not now proposed to proceed with either
of these two suggestions, and, therefore, in
tegard to all of the matters I have just men-
tioned the tables prepared last year are not
strietly applicable to the present position.

Hon, H. Seddon: What will be the dedue-
tion?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Just the
same as in past years. We are not making
any alteration. The Bill proposes to fix a
rate to apply to eompanies. The rate on
companies gencrally has been fixed at Zs.
6d. in the £ on the amount of the company’s
taxable income. Previously companies paid
1s. 5%4d. under the Income Tax Aet, and a
graduated rate of Financial Emergeney Tax
from 4d. to 1s. As the majority of tax-
able companies have incomes exceeding
£806, the maximum rate of Financial Emer-
gency Tax of 1s. applied. The ryise in
rate is therefore only 344d. in the pound for
the majority of companies. The rate on
companies under the Commonwealth law is
23. The rates in other Status are:—

New South Wales: 2s. 6d. Unemployed Re-
lief Tax {on undistributed income), 1134d.

Vietorin: 2s,

Queensland: Minimum. 1s, 94. Maximom,
Publie Utility and Monopoly Companies, Ts.
3d. Other Companies, 53, 3d. Banking and Film
Companies, 4s. Insurance Companics (other
than Lif:), 3s. 3d. Shipping Cowpanies, 3s. 3d.
Super tax on all gbove: 20 per cent. of taxation
payable.

South Australin: 2a.

Tasmania: ls, 10%d, Special Income Tax
graduated from 4d. to la.

OQur proposal with regard to income tax on
companies will thus be seen to more than
bear comparison with the position in the
other States. Up to 1938 life assorance com-
panies paid the same rate as other com-
panies, but the 15 per cent. increase in that
year was not applied to them. Last year
they paid ls. 3d. income tax, plus ls. finan-
cial emergency tax, All life assurance com-
panies were on the maximum rate. There
is therefore no increased rate proposed, the
rate being maintained at 2s. 3@. Here are
the rates:—

Commonwealth: 2s,

New South Wales: Mutual companies, 13, 6d.
Other ecompanies, 13, 6d. on insurance profits,
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28, 6d. on property ineome. Unemployment re-
lief tax, 1114d.

Victoria: Mutual companics, 1s. on insurance
profits, 2s, on property income.

Quecnsland : Mutual companies, 1a. 94. Share-
holder companies, 3. 3d., while a super tux of
20 per cent. of tax applies to shareholder com-
panies and to undistributed income of Mutual
companies,

South Australia: 2s,

Tasmania: 1s. 10%44d., with & special income
tax graduated from 4d. to le.

In regard to those companies paying divi-
dends to non-residents in the State, there is
a small variation in the rate. This is at
present 1s. 5%d., plus financial emergency
tax, say, averaging 4%d. making a total of
1s. 10d. Tt is now proposed to make the
tax 2s., which is a slight increase. Other
rates are:—

Commonwealth - . -
New South Wales -
Victoria

Queensland

South Australia

B BY kd = 1O R
S - -

So while there is a slight increase our rate
compares favourably with the average
throughout the Commonwealth. Those are
the provisions of the Bill. In view of the
decision of Parliament last year in connee-
fion with our method of the taxation of the
people of the State, this Bill should meet
with the approval of members. It provides
for a considerable increase in some cases;
it does away with quite a number of glar-
ing anomalies under the existing Aect and
above all, it provides that those who are
in u position to pay income tax shall pay
the higher amount, and at the same time it
gives relief to a large number of people who
have been paying tax under the Financial
Emergency Act, to an extent that is de-
served by those people.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is the fourth part of
the schedule the same as it was hefore?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. I sub-
mit the Bill to the House hoping that mem-
bors will agree that the measnre is more
equitable than previous measures. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.
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BILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [3.5] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill in the first place
provides for certain amendments to the
Assessment Act avising out of an agrec-
ment hetween the Commonwealth and the
States at a Premiers’ Conference whieh
was held last vear. It further provides for
allowances as dedunetions of eertain pay-
ments in regard te which agreement has
been reached by the Commonwealth and the
Stntes sinee that conference. It secks to
eliminate the allowance made in regard to
travelling expenses, and to provide for a
apumber of amendments which have been
found necessary to clarify the existing Aet.
At the Premiers’ Conference last year it
was agreed that the Commonwealth and the
States would exenpt from taxation the pay
of members of our fighting services who pro-
ceod overseas. This Bill provides for this
exemption: such exemption, however, does
not apply to any other incomc which the
membhers of the services might enjoy. Since
the Premiers’ Contevence referred to, it
has been agreed that gifts to war patriotic
funds, and also gifts to the Commonwealth
Government for war purposes, should he
allowed as a deduction from income before
assessing for income tax. This Bill, there-
fore, gives effeect to the agreement in this
regard.

The Commonwealth Government has inti-
mated that it may decide to collect tax
by instalments at the souree from wage
and salary earners, and if this system is
put into operation it will be necessary for
that Government and the States to
come to an agreement in this regard.
It wonld he desirable in sueh an instance
that a joint taxation stamp be utilised so
that therc would be no eonfusion to
anybody, employer and employee alike.

Tn anticipation of such an agreement be-
ing necessary, provision is made in this
assessment Bill for the State to have the
power to make such an agreement. If the
Commonwealth takes no such action. then
the provision will be inoperative.

It is provided in the Bill that the allow-
ance &5 a deduction of an amount up to £15
per annum spent by a taxpayer in travelling
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to and froin his employment shall be elim-
inated. It has been found by exzpericnee
that this is always claimed by taxzpayers,
and as there is & doubt in quite a number
of instances that claims are legitimate, it is
thought advisable to discontinue the allow-
ance. Western Australia is the only State
in which this allowance applies. By the
elimination of this deduction, an increased
amount of tax to the extent of approxi-
mately £25,000 will be collected this finan-
eial year.

A further amendment which arises out
of correspondence between the Common-
wealth and the States is one affecting the
assessment of freight esrned by shipping
companes where freight rebates are allowed.
At the request of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment various shipping eompanies agreed
to allow freight rebates on the ecarriage of
cerfain primary produets. The Assessment
Act provides that the tox is imposed on the
treight payable. The freight paid is the
gruss freight, the rebate being allowed as a
cash payment [ater, and until recently it
wag understood by the Commissioner of
Taxation that the tax would be imposed on
the net freight. The Commonwealth Crown
Solicitor has queried the validity of this in-
terpretation, but so that there shall be no
doubt whatéver on the matter it is proposed
by this Bill to amend the relevant section
ol the Act to make it cloar that taxation
will be imposed on the net freight. The
proposcd section is identieal with that of
an amendment fo the Commonwealth Act.

Another proposed amendment to which I
wowd draw attention is that which affects
the assessment of taxation of re-insurance
premiums, TUnder the Act the Commis-
stoner of Taxation is foreed to tax all com-
panics which share the insurance and re-
mmsurance business cffected in this State.
This necessitates the Commissioner ascer-
taming from re-insurers in all parts of the
world the amount of re-insurancc premium
paid to them from which they were entitled
to deduet any claims and expenses paid by
them.

1t has heen found, however, that re-
msurance business is frequently distributed
between se many re-insurers that the pro-
vision i5 unworkable, and after conferences
with the companies conecerned, it has heen

“decided that the best conrse to adopt would

be to reverse the procedure and tax the loeal
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company on the premiums without deduc-
tions for the amount paid away to non-
resident re-insurers.

The proposed amendment will not affect
the revenne as it is simply a question of
who is to pay the tax, the resident or the
non-resident. The amendment is sought by
the ecompanies concerned, and assessments
have been made and accepted upon the new
basis almost universally pending the pass-
ing of this amendment. The Commonwealth
and all other States have already made a
similar provision, and the passing of the
amendment will cffeet uniformity throngh-
ont the Commonwealth, There are other
amendments provided for in the Bill, and
these are for the purpose of clarifying the
law us it was supposed to be. Experience
has shown that some doubt exists in regard
to several scetions of the Aet, and in order
that the original purpose may be achieved a
few amendments have been embodied in this
Bill.

These will be explained when the Bill
is in Committee, as it is a diffienlt matter
to attempt to explain without going into
considerable detail, which in any case will
have to be repeated when the Bill ia in the
Committee stage. T move—

That the RBill be now read a second time.

On motion by Won. .J. Carnell, dehate ad-
journed.

BILL—LAND TAX.
Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (llon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [6.13] in moving the second
reading said: This is a very short Bill and
should require very little explanation, It
proposes to fix the land tax rate for this
finaneial year and provides, also, that such
rate shall remain in operation until Parlia-
ment otherwise determines. The rate fixed
15 indicated in the schedule of the Bill, and
by this it will be ohserved that no variation
is made in the rate of 2d. in the £ This
has been in operation for the past 16 vears.
There is, however, a variation in the mini-
mum amount of tax which shall be payvable.
In the past this has been 2s. 6d. It is pro-
posed to inerease this amount to 5s.
should not ecreate any undue hardship to
anyone, and as the cost of valnation and

* mines otherwise.

This
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assessment by the Taxatien Department 1s
greater than 2s. 6d., I do not think there
should be any objeetion to the increase.

Members are aware that in the past legis.
lation in regard to imposition of rates for
land and income tax has been combined.
There are now separate Acts providing for
the assessment of land tax and income tax,
and this year we are submitting separate
taxing Bills. I indicated at the outset that
the Bill proposes that the rate fixed shall
remain in operation until Parliament deter-
Previously the rate has
been determined by Parlinment each year.
It is considered, however, that the alteration
is most desirable as it will help the Taxation
Department by enabling it to prepare and
issuec the assessments much earlier than
hitherto.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What is the rate on
pastoral leases?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Just the
same as in previous measures, but the only
alteration is an increase in the minimum
rate.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the measure is per-
manent,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, until
Parliament otherwise determines. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjourned.

BILL—INCOME TAX (RATES FOR
DEDUCTION) ACT AMENDMENT.

In Caommiltee,

1lon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clange 1--agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 3; Re-
peal and new seetion; Rates for deduetion:

Hon, L. CRAIG: Yesterday on the second
veading I said that it might be necessary to
amend i{he Bill so as to enable directors of
companies, and others, to avoid nnnecessary
stamping. The Crown Law Department in-
forms me that in any case this wonld not be
the Bill in which an nmendment should be
made, but that it should be made in the
assessment measure. The Crown Law De-
parlment is preparing the neeessary amend-
ment. In the meantime Mr. Meares, the
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation tele-
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phoned me and said, “I see what yon

have in mind; and if you will allow
the matter to go, we can arrange
that airectors amd other people hav-

ing income from various sources may
have the stamnps cancelled by the companies,
and so forth.” Yesterday I mentioned that
companies having 50 or more employees
could eancel stamps, but that this ¢ould not
be done by companies having fewer than 50
employces. There is, evidently, a certain
elasticity in administration which allows the
neeessary arrangement to be made by tne
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation. Bona
tide directors, or persons who enjoy income
from various sources, will, if they get in
touch with the Commissioner, be accommo-
dated in this way, that the companies and so
on with less than 50 employecs will be far-
nished with books in which to put and eancel
stamps when cheques are payable, Another
way is where directors, or other persons, do
not wish to have the trouble of cancelling
stamps, to agree with the Taxation Depart-
ment what would roughly be the taxation on
each salary for the year or portion of a
vear, and to send along a cheque for that
amount, whereupon exemption would be
granfed from putting on stamps and eancel-
ling them. Both ways appear satisfaetory to
me. Perhaps the first one is the better.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—METROPOLITAN MARKET
TRUST (LAND REVESTMENT).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [524] i moving the
seecond reading said: This is a short Bill
hy which it iz proposed to permit the Metro-
politan Market Trust to hand over portion
of Porth Lot 647 to the City of Perth for
the purpose of widening that part of Wel-
lington-streef which has a frontage to the new
market buildings just recently eompleted. In
1930 legislation was enaeted to allow the Mar-
ket Trnst to hand over to the City of Perth
an area fronting the present market build-
ings, the object being the widening of
that part of Wellington-street to 90 feet.
Th~ trust alzo made available an area for a
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roadway from Wellington-street to the West
Perth subway. Thai the widening of Wel-
lington-street at this particular position ncar
the markets was warranted has been borne
out by the advent of a eonsiderable volume
of traffie, which of necessity has to park in
the immediate vicinity of the markets. Con-
sequently, when additions were recently made
to the buildings of the Market Trust for the
new ege and poultry section, it was thought,
and rightly so, that it would be advanta-
geous to set the buildings back in an align-
ment{ with the frontages of the original
buildings, and for the Market Trust to make
available a further area for the widening of
Wellington-street. The purposc of the Bill,
therefore, is to authorise the handing-over
of this area to the City of Perth in order that
the Perth City Council shall have the power
to construet the necessary roadway and
footpath and to maintain same. In point
of fact the work is already being carried
out by the City Couneil, and legislative
authority is required. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. S8IR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [5.27]: In supporting the second
reading of the Bill 1 should like to say a
few words in compliment to those who
brought the Perth Markets up to their pre-
sent state of efficiency. As a frequent visi-
tor to every one of London’s famous markets
and to the markets of many cities and coun-
try towns throughout Great Britain, I have
no hesitation in saying that Perth people
should be proud of their markets, prond of
the general arrangement and equipment of
them.  Cleanliness and convenience have
been achieved to a remarkably high degree.
The passage of this Bill will mark another
step in the progress of the markets. The
area reserved seecins to me adequate to the
requirements of any future peried which it
is prudent for us to contemplate. The loeal-
ity is a good one. The approaches, already
well planned, can be brought to perfection
as the result of the passing of this Bill. I
wounld add that the display of local pro-
duets as seen on the occasion of early morn-
ing visits is attractive to a degree. No one
could wish for anything better in Englanc
Both the growers and the consumers profi:
by the efficieney of these markets, which T
consider a great credit to all those who have
been eoncerned in their conception and their
development.
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HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.28]: 1
also wish to congratulate Perth people on
the Metropolitan Markets. One morning I
attended them at the same time as Sir Hal
Colebatech, and was most agreeably sur-
prised, cspecially by the display of vege-
tables. However, I rose to mention the
fact that the Metropolitan Markets exist
partly as a taxing machine. I understand
that interest and sinking fund are charged,
and that Consolidated Revenue benefits to
some extent from the rents received by the
Market Trust. That dees not seem to bhe
quite fair. In my opinion, profits on a
public utility of this kind, where so much
money is required for development, should
be earried to a reserve fund for future ex-
tension of the markets. I do not know how
the Market Trust views the matter, but I
think its members rather agree with me that
the money should be available for improving
the facilities at the markets, and should not
be used as 2 means to provide funds for
Consolidated Revenue. However, that is the
policy of the Government, and I suppose
it cannot be changed, I trust, however, thar
it will not be extended too far. TUtilities of
this nature should he abl. & aceumulate
what funds they ean for the purposes of the
future. Either that, or the rents charged
to the tenants should be reduced.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
15.22]: I am indeed pleased to support this
small measure, and to offer my congratula-
tions on the excellent work donc by the
Market Trust, and on the foresight it has
displayed in making reservations. I was
especially pleased to hear the remarks of
Bir Hal Colebatch, who has had opportun-
ities of seeing markets in other parts of the
world. I too have travelled a little, and in-
speeted the markets in most of the countries
which I visited. When in India some vears
ago I had sowme highly interesting experi-
ences when visiting morkets there. I came
back feeling even at that time that Western
Australia had reason to be prond of the
marketing facilities offered to the people
here. T congratulate the trust on the ex-
ecllent work it is doing. T hope, however,
that the reservations may not prove suffici-
ont, that our population will so grow that
we shall find even more land i= required
than that which is now reserved.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
dehate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 5.32 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly,
Thuvrsday, 3rd October, 1940.
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MR, DONEY (\Williams-Narrogin) [4.34]:
The Minister in charge of this highly import-
ant Bill has been wise enough to rub off a
few of its rougher edges, and do a deal of
ghrewd repnir work, before submitting it to
the IMouse. But if it is not precisely the
same Bill as was snbmitted before, it Te-
mains in essence the same Bill. However, .t
looks far more reasonable than it was at its
last appearance.

The Minister for Works:
reasonable now.

Mr. DONEY: I do not know that that
necessarily follows. I hope I am alwavs
reasonable so far as a Bill I am discussing
will permit me to be, The measure now looks

You are more



